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For our rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony 
of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly 


Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 


we have had our Converſation in 
the World, and more abundantly 
fo you-wards, 


Aint Paul who writes this Epiſtle to 

_ juſtify his Miniſtry, had, no Doubt, 
h therein a primary View to the Honour 
of Chriſt and the Advancement of his King- 
dom ; for, being a good Man and a firm 
Believer, his Heart was warmly engaged in 


2K Cauſe of Chriſtianity; and that he _ 
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be further ſerviceable to reſtore its Purity and 
promote its Succeſs at Corinth, where it was 
already corrupted and in Danger of being loſt, 
it was neceſlary that his own Character, as a 
Chriſtian Miniſter, ſhould be ſet in a juſt and 
clear Light before that Church. Therefore, 
he applies himſelf, with Diligence, to wipe 
off the various Aſperſions that were caſt upon 
him; and particularly, as it was aſſericd by a 
Party there, that he was a ſelfiſh crafty Man, 
who was artfully proſecuting ſome deep Deſign 
of worldly Intereſt, In Oppoſition hereto, he 
aſſerts, in the Text, his Freedom from any 
ſuch Deſign, the Uprightneſs of his Intentions, 
the Openneſs and Simplicity of his whole 
Behaviour, and his Sincerity before God, 


The Words are thus introduced. Having 
Occaſion to mention a Trouble that had befallen 
him, he affectionately bleſſes God, that it 
enabled him to comfort the Corinthians by 
the Example both of his Affliction and Deliv- 
erance. He preſumes that he had the Benefit 
of their Prayers upon this Occaſion, and that 
they gave God Thanks for his Eſcape : The 

Foundation of his Confidence, in which Re- 
ſpect, was the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that, 
in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with 
fleſbly Wiſdom but by the Grace of God, he had 
bad bis Converſation in the World ; and more 
8 F 


2 


5 


eſpecially towards the Corinthians. And 
as the Apoſtle's Behaviour, here deſcribed, 

(to the Truth of which Conſcience is his 
Witneſs) is that Kind of Behaviour which it 
infinitely concerns every Chriſtian Miniſter to 
imitate ; and as the Joy and Comfort which, 

he tells us, he found in that Kind of Life, 
affords the ſtrongeſt Motive to ſuch Imitation, 
I could not think of a more inſtructive and 
uſeful Paſſage, whereon to entertain my pre- 
ſent Reverend and Learned Audience. 
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My. own Inſufficiency to treat the Subjecł 
as it deſerves, I freely confeſs ; yet, if you 
will ſuffer me to be your Monitor, and hear 
with the ſame Spirit of Candour, and with 
the ſame View to the divine Approbation, 
with which I deſire to ſpeak, I hope it will 


not be Time loſt. 


I ſhall not branch out into many Particulars, * 


my Aim being not ſo much to inſttruct, as to 
ſtir up the Minds of my Fathers and Brethren. 
in the Miniſtry, already ſtored with the Prin- 
Ciples of religious Truth, to a ſerious devout 
Reſolution, and an earneſt affectionate Im- 
provement of the Things which we all ac- 

knowledge to be of the greateſt Weight and 
Moment, 


Without 
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Without the Approbation of the Supreme 
Being, the God in whoſe Hand our Breath is, 
and whoſe are all our Ways ; or, which comes 
to the ſame Thing, — Without the Approba- 
tion of our Great Lord and Maſter Jesus 
 Crr15T, the appointed Head over all Things 
to the Church, whoſe Miniſters we are, and 
unto whom we muſt ſhortly give an Account 
of the Miniſtry we. have received; and of our 
Manner of fulfiling it ; without ſuch Appro- 
bation, I ſay, we cannot be happy: And this 
we can in no Wiſe promiſe ourſelves upon any 
good and ſufficient Grounds, unleſs we have, 
in the firſt Place, the Approbation of our own 
Minds and Conſciences upon our Behaviour 
and Conduct. For, as the Apoſtle John ſpeaks, 
{ 70. 11, 20, Sc.] if our Heart condemn us, God 
s greater than our Heart, and knrweth all 
Things ; but if our Heart condemn us not, then 
have we Confidence towards God. If our Heart 
conderan us for Inſincerity, for acting a Part, 
and having our main View, not to the divine 
Acceptance, but the Applauſe, or other Ad- 
vantages, we may receive from our Fellow- 
Men, our Caſe is very ſad; but if, on the 
other Hand, it witneſs for us, as St, Paul's 
did for him, that our Converſation in the 
World, and particularly in the Miniſtry, is 
not under the Influence of fleſhly Wiflem, 


but is ſuch as we are directed to, and aſſiſted 
in 


RY 
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in, by the Grace of God, this is a Foundation 
for Joy, for Truſt and Confidence towards 
God. 


Let me then lay before you, in a "Oy Par- 
ticulars, 


I. The Maniter of Converſation that can only 
be approved of by Conſcience, in a Chriſt- 
jan Miniſter, 


UI. The Rejbicing that a Poindatjob is laid 
for, by the Diſcharge of our Chriſtian and 
Miniſterial Duty in a ſincere Manner, at- 
teſted by Conſcience. 


I. The Manner of Converſation that can 
tmly be approved of by Conſcience, in a Chriſtian 
Miniſter, in two or three Particulars, And 
here, | 


7, Ve muſt, with a View to our own In- 
formation, impartially and diligently ſtudy the 
Word of God, or the Revelation which he has 
made of his Will. We mutt, with open free 
unbiaſſed Minds, attend to This, as the Rule 
we are to walk by ; and remember, that the 
very Buſineſs our Commiſion points out to us, 
and in which alone Chriſt has promiſed to 
favour us with his Preſence, is teaching his 
2 to * all theſe Things which 5 
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has commanded | Mat. xxviii. 20.] And ws 
cannot do this without being informed what 
they are; nor may any Information, in this 
_ Caſe, be ſafely relied on, without conſulting. 
the authentic Account of all that Jeſus both 
did and taught; which we have ſet before us 
in the Writings of the New Teſtament, that 
believing, teaching, and behaving accordingly, 
we might have Life through his Name. 


If God has made a Revelation of his Will, 
and we know where to find it; our own Rea- 
ſon will tell us, that this is to be a Law to us; 
and- that the firſt Duty it binds us to, is a 
careful diligent Examination of. its Contents 
And this 1s more eſpecially incumbent on 
Miniſters, who, of all Men, ſhould be furtheſt 
off both from Ignorance and implicit Faith; 
whoſe Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, that 
they who have not the ſame Opportunities and 
Advantages for Studies, at leaſt, of this Kind, 
may enquire the Law at their Mouth, If the 
blind lead the blind, ſays our Saviour, Beth ſhalt 
Fall into the Ditch. Ye are the Light of the 
World, ſays he, to thoſe whom he was ſend- 
ing forth to preach his Goſpel, They muſt be 
Men of Underſtanding ; for they are to feed their 
Hearers with Knowledge and Underſtanding. 


Acgreeably, St. Paul's Advice to Timothy, 
a Chriſtian Teacher, was, Give Attengance 
Cn 8 
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fo Reading Neglect not the Gift that is in ji 
thee— Meditate upon theſe Things : Give thy- ” 
Jelf wholly to them. — Take Heed unto thyſelf, 1 
and unto thy Doctrine; ; for in doing this, thou 1 
ſalt both lave thyſelf and them that hear thee. {i 
{1 Trm. iv. 13, &c.] He muſt ſtudy the [{ 


ſacred Scriptyres, and make them his conſtant tt 
Meditation : He muſt inviolably adhere to : 
the Form of ſound Words exhibited therein ; | 


conforming both his Life and Doctrine there- 
to with the greateſt Care and Diligence. And 
if a Miniſter, inattentive to this Advice, and 
not regarding the ſolemn Importance of it, 
but careleſsly preſuming that others who have 4 
gone before him, have ſearched the Scriptures, 
and made no material Miſtakes; and ſo have 
ſaved him the Trouble; if a Miniſter, I ſay, It 
ſhall thus preſume, and hereupon chuſe to in- Wl 
dulge his Eaſe and take Things upon Truſt ; 
however ſuch an one may ſecure his Reputa- 
tion and temporal Intereſt, he will be far from 
having diſcharged a good Conſcience, and will 
lie open to very dangerous Conſequences. He is 
in great and continual Danger, if not of erring 
fundamentally from the Truth, yet of enter- 
taining ſuch wrong and miſtaken Apprehenſi- 
ons, as will be very prejudicial both to himſeſf 
and them that hear him, He is in Danger of 
building a great Deal of Wood, Hay and Stubble, 
though he ſhould build upon the true Foun- | | 
dation; and when 7Zhe _ comes that of pun | 
„ 


moms — 
— —Ä—ü—äi) — — —— Feet 
n= S227 = 2 


— 


TC 7*— — — —̃ ̃ — —⏑—ʒ—-— — 0 — 
- = - — — 


— 


12 A Convention 8 1 RMO N. 


try every Man's Work of de Sort it is, of 
ſuffering Loſs ; the Loſs at leaſt of his Wor ks, 

though he himſelf ſhould be ſaved as by Fire. 
[1 Cor, iii. 12.] In a Word, ſuch a one is inDan- 
ger, by falling in too haſtily with received Ten- 
<ts, before he has well examined their Truth, 

both of doing and teaching Things, for which 
his own Conſcience ſhall afterwards reproach 
him. We have an Inſtance of this, in the Man 
who was afterwards the great St. Paul. While 
his Prejudice in Favour of the Jewiſh Religion 
kept him from attending toEvidence in Favour 
of Chriſtianity, © he verily thought with him- 
ſelf that he ought to do many Things contrary 
to the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth;” | As xxvi. 

9, 10.] yetafterwards, when more thorough- 
ly rouſed to his Duty, he cenſures himſelf 
vpon this very Account, as one of the chief of 
Siuners, and not worthy to be called an Apoſtle, 

[1 Cor. xv. 9.] And though we are told he 
obtained St becauſe he did it ignorantly, 

and may charitably hope the ſame of others; 

who fend from like miſtaken Notions ; yet 
this ſhould be far from inducing any to be 
willing to continue in ſuch Miſtakes ;; ſince it 
is indeed the Part of Sincerity, and will be in- 
finitely more to our Advantage to enquire, ag 
this good, Man did afterwards, Lord, what 
eorlt thou have me to do? He is now no 
longer diſpoſed to ſhut his Eyes, to ſtifle Con- 


viction, to hold 221 Deceit; but is willing 
YR 3 an 
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and heartily deſirous to know his Duty, and 
his Maſter's Pleaſure, in the full Extent and 


Compaſs of it. 


And certainly, My Brethren, it behoves a 
to be very diligent and very conſcientious here- 
in. It behoves us, having received the Love 
of the Truth that we may be ſaved, to ſearch 
after it with the utmoſt Care and Impartiality, 
guarding againſt Mriftakes equally on all Sides, 
and againſt being led into, or detained in them, 
through any ficſhly Wiſdom, through the 
Love of Eaſe, or the Affectation of Novelty, 
or from any corrupt Biaſs whatever. And, 
on the other Hand, beſides guarding againſt the 
uſual, and moſt prevailing Sources of Error, 
we ſhould be open and free, and ever ready 
to entertain religious Truths of whatever Kind, 
whether they are ſuch as are commonly re- 
ceived, yea or no- whether they are ſuch as 
tend to the Credit and temporal Emolument 
of thoſe who receive them, or not: For if 


we are partial in Reference to the Truths of 


Chriſt, (equally, I ſuppoſe, as if we are par- 
tial in Reference to his Diſciples) and while 
we receive and entertain one in the moſt 
friendly and generous Manner, bid another to 
Hand off, to keep its Diſtance, or fit down un- 
f. our Foot-ſtool (alluding to St. James — Ja. 
3, 9.) we commit Sin and are convinced of 

| che Law as T ranſgreſſors. 
; : = Nothing 
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Nothing that bears the Stamp of divine 
Truth upon it, and as ſuch approyes itſelf to 
the unprejudiced Mind, how difagreeable ſo- 
ever to former Notions, or what Pains ſoever 
it may coſt us to root them out, and bring our 
preſent Apprehenſions to it, or to what other 
Diſadvantages ſoever it may expoſe us, is to 
be rejected. Should our receiving any ſuch 
religious Truths become the Occaſion of Cen- 
ſure and Strife, and create us ever ſo much 
worldly Trouble. ; we are not to think that 
ſubmitting to this is more than our Chriſtian 
Character and Profeſſion demand; for Sin- 
cerity, in a religious Profeſſion, certainly, in- 
cludes a univerſal Love of Truth, and a free 
impartial entire Submiſſion to its Empire, 


2. We muſt likewiſe uſe the ſame Sincerity 
in preaching the Word of God : And not only 
in forming ourOpinion of the ſeveral Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, but in our Manner alſo of 
treating thoſe Doctrines, guard againſt the 
Impreſſion of ſelfiſh Views, and arm the Mind 
with ſtrong Reſolution for an inviolable Ad- 
herence to Truth. Sound Speech that cannot 
be condemned, muſt be ever made choice of ; 
without too much Regard had to the Example 
of Solomon, when he tells us © he ſought out 
acceptable Words: At leaſt, if we are in- 
fluenced by it, we ſhould be able to add, as 
in the ſame Paſſage, [Eccle, xii. 10.] that 

they 
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they are Words of Truth, and that what is 
writ; or delivered, is upright. For if, other- 
wiſe, we ſeek fo pleaſe Men, we ſhall not be 
the Servants of Chriſt ; as St. Paul tells us in 
his own Caſe, Gal. i. 10.] 1. e. He ſhould 
not approve himſelf to his great Maſter, if he 


made it his main Deſign to be acceptable to his 


Hearers, to humour their Prejudices in Pre- 
ference to teaching them the Truth; this 


would be to conduct himſelf by the Rules and 


Maxims of fleſhly Wiſdom, and not by the 
Grace of God. Ns, we can do nothing, ſays 
he, againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, 


[2 Cor. xiii. 8.] We ' ſpeak before God in 


Chriſt. [2 Cor. xii. 19.) Me (peak not as 
pleaſing Men, but God who trieth our Hearts. 
[ r The. ii. 4.] And, ſeeing we have this 
Mimſtry, _ have renounced the hidden T hings 
of Diſhoneſly, not walking in Craftineſs, not 
handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by 
Manifeſtation of the Truth commending our- 
ſelves to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of 
God: [2 Cor. iv. 1, 2.] To every Man's 
Conſcience” not to their Humours and Pre- 
judices ; and“ by Manifeſtation of the Truth, 
not by diſguiſing it, not by putting upon it 


falſe Colours; this would be to handle the 


Word of God deceitfully, and not to preach 
Chriſt ne 


Me are not at 3 My Brethren, what- 
ever 
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ever the great Corrupters of Chriſtianity have 
done; we are not at. Liberty to repreſent. the 
Chriſtian Scheme in the Manner that we may 
conceive would be moſt to our temporal Ad- 


vantage. We muſt not, in our Doctrine, 


conſult fefbly Wiſdom; our own Eaſe, or Re- 
putation, or worldly Intereſt ; or even what 
may pleaſe our Hearers, and beſt ſuits with 
the Notions they. have entertained : But, 
having examined the Revelation we profeſs to 
receive as from God, with all the Diligence, 
Care, Watchfulneſs, Seriouſneſs, and Prayer, 
that are becoming in an Affair of fo great 


Moment, the Reſult of ſuch Enquiries and 


painful Searches after the Mind of the Holy 
Spirit, is now to he brought forth in our pub- 
lick Miniſtry; and, as the Force of Evidence 
has obliged us to believe, ſo muſt we ſpeak, 
Not as though a Miniſter were obliged to' 


| publiſh his private Opinion in whatever re- 


lates to Religion; or even in all Matters of 
ſome Weight, if they are ſuch as his Hearers 
and the preſent Times cannot yet bear: Poſ- 
ſibly, this may be juſtified ; provided he does 
not teach any Thing contrary to his private 
Opinion, or, by any Manner of fpeaking 
whatever, de f guedly humour People in Senti- 
ments that are oppoſite to the Truth, as it lies 


in his own Mind, —_ the matureſt Convie- 
tion: : 
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tion : Which cannot, I think, be looked up- 


on as conſiſtent with Sincerity. 


And let me only add, under this Head, 
what though every Body knows, yet is not 
attended to as it ought, vig. That they are 
not the Additions and the Inventions of Men, 
Which we are to teach and preach, but the 
Word of God, the Goſpel of Chriſtianity, 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus ; and that we ſhould 
do this, as much as may be, not in the Words 


which Man's Wiſdom teacheth us, but which 


the Holy Ghoſt teacheth; comparing ſpiritual 
Things with ſpiritual. [I Cor. ii. 13.] In 


Matters of pure Revelation not aiming to be 


wiſe above what is written ; but in the very 


Terms we uſe, and Propoſitions we form, 
confining ourſelves to the Revelation which 
has taught them. It had been happy for the 
Church of God if this neceflary and moſt rea- 
ſonable Meaſure had been attended to, as the 
Neglect of it has produced almoſt endleſs Strife 
and Controverſy : Men vainly puffed up by a 
fleſhly Mind intruding into thoſe Things which 
they have not ſeen, and with the fame Hauyh- 
tineſs and Vanity impoſing them upon their 
Brethren ; while the Words of Truth and 
Soberneſs, the Words which not Man's Wiſ⸗ 
dom, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 
have had little Regard comparatively paid to 
them, C It 
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It is a ttt Conſideration, and we 


ſhould not be unaffected with it, that no mots 


Regard is paid to the Apoſtle, ſpeaking in this 
folemn Manner, I ſay through the Grace that 
7s given to me to every Man that is among you, 
not to think of himſelf more highly than he 


_ ought to think, but to think ſoberly, as God 


hath dealt to every Man the Meaſure of Faith, 
Rom. xii. 2.} To have obeyed this Precept, 
and to have kept themſelves withm the Com- 
paſs of their Abilities, and of the divine Re- 
velation, would have prevented that Jarring and 
Schiſm among the Members of Chriſt's myſt- 


ical Body, which has weakened and deformed 


it more than any one Thing elſe has done. 


But to proceed. 


As we are. both to flndy and preach the 


Word of God ſincerely, our View in both 


being to approve ourſelves to God; ſo the 
ſame divine Principle mult run through and 
animate and form our whole Converſation; f 
that it may be ſich as the Grace of God, and 
not fleſhly Wiſdom leads us to, viz. plain, 
open, and without Diſguiſe, modeſt, humble, 
candid, aimed at the Glory of God, the Ad- 


vancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom, and 


the Salvation ot our own and er Men's 


Souls, 


b. 


The 
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not ſupreme its not ſincere; and if it be ſu- 
preme, it will haye a governing Influence upon 
our whole Life ; which, in this Caſe, will be 
directed and devoted to his Praiſe. To honour 


to us than every Thing elſe that can be tho't 


of. That God may be glorified; and that we. 
may find Grace in his Sight, will put Life and 


Motion into our Endagyours to ſpread the 
Knowledge of God, and to promote the Pro- 


feſſion and Practice of true Religion. We 


ſhall love Truth and Virtue, and chearfully 


lay ourſelves out, not only to poſleſs theſe di- 
vine and ele. Qualities ourſelves, but like- 


wife to proprgate them all around us; employ- 
ing our molt active and unwearied Services 
for that End. And this will be an high and 
the beſt Expreſſion of our Love not only to 
Truth and Virtue, but alſo to God and our 


Neighbour, when we maintain a firm reſolved 


lüigion; and make the promoting of it the 
very Buſineſs of our Life, as it is of our Office ; 


OD I Eo, 


| Sight of God cur Saviour, who will have all 
Men to be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth ; | 1 Tim. ii. 4] and that, wi 
Fe ever it may col us, he will one Day gloriouſſy 
Ve! 
| reward 


'The Love of God muſt be in us, and it 
muſt be in us as a ruling Principle ; if it be 


God, and be accepted of him, will be more: 


. 
ä—mu— ß — . — — — — T2 
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Adherence to the Cauſe of true and pure Re- 


perſuaded that this is god and acceptable in the 
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reward our Services; whereas the Deſertion 

of this Cauſe through Fear of any temporal In- 
conveniences, or from the prevailing Love of 
this World, will not fail to incur his heavy 
Diſplealure. And if we love God, and love 
Truth and Virtue, we ſhall certainly love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Image of God 

a divine Teacher of Truth, and the greateſt 
Promoter of Virtue that ever was ; we ſhall 
love him in Sincerity, above Father or Mother, 

or even our cum Life ; and this not only on 
Account of his inherent Excellencies, as being 
in himſelf altogether lovely; but alſo becauſe 
we thus judge, that if be died for all, then were 
all dead ; and that he died for all, that they 
which Ive, fheuld not henceforth live unto 
tbemſelves, but unto bim who died for them and 
roſe again. [2 Cor. 5, 14.] And how will 
this induce us to feed his Sheep, and to feed 
his Lambs? And that any one ſhould 
periſh for whom Chriſt died, with what 


inward Regret, with what tender, deep 


Reſentment "ſhalt we think of it | What 5 


Spring therefore of Diligence will this be to 
us, and the Meaſure of how holy, how wiſe 
and regular a Conduct ! For if we love Chriſt, 
we ſhall be careful to zitate and obey him: 
His Pattern of Meekneſs, Humility, Self-De- 
nial, Diligence in doing and Patience in ſuf- 
tering the Will of God, will lie ever before 

| 1 
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us; and we ſhall not think of promoting his 
Honour in Ways that, at the ſame Time, 
will diſcover © we have not in us the meek, 
lowly and benevolent Diſpoſition he ſo con- 
ſtantly expreſſed; nor value treading in his 
Steps, or even obeying his Commands, tho? 
we call him Maſter and Lord, and would be 
thought to be zealouſly affected towards him.” 
Our Lord's Rebuke to ſuch as theſe, - is very 


remarkable, 7% know not what Manner of 
Spirit ye are,of ; for the Son of Man is not 


come to deſtroy. Men's Lives, but to fave them. 
[Luke ix. 56.] The Spirit of Chriſt is a Spirit 
of Beneficence, Gentleneſs and Forbearance; 
and if it be in his Miniſters, it will ſhew itſelf 
forth in the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and not in 
bitter Envy and Strife. Alas! how many de- 
ceive themſelves in this Reſpect? They think 
that they are promoting the Honour of Chriſt ; 

and imagine that this will warrant and juſtify 

any Meaſures they may go into for that End: 

ButChriſt will not be forved in forbidden Ways. 
Ze are my Friends, ſays he, if ye do whatſoever J 
command vou. [John xv. 14.] And he that 


hath my Commandments, and keepeth em, he 


zt 7s that loveth me. 


If we would approve ourſelves Chriſt's true 
and real Friends, and be great in the Kingdom 


F Heaven [ Me, v. 19.] we muſt faithfully 


Rudy 
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ſtudy the Laws of our holy Religion; and 
carefully practice them ourſelves, as well as 
teach them to the World. We muſt avoid 
the fatal Miſtake of thoſe who ſpend the whole 
Force of their Mind in Speculation, or in 
promoting the fame weak and unprofitable 
Speculation in others, which they ſo highly 
vale in themſelves It was Our Savzur's 


Doctrine, F ye know theſe Things, happy are 


pe do them. [ John xiii. 17. ] And in the 
Nature of Things, Mankind are not to be 
ſerved by ſtirring up their Zeal for or againſt 
Opinions, of which, after all that can be ſaid, 
they will have but a very imperfect and inade- 
quate Underſtanding ; at leatt, they are not to, 
be ferved in this Way ſo much as by teaching 
them the great Duties of Piety, Righteouſneſs, 
and Schriety; which are eaſier underſtood and 
an the Practice of which, their own Experi- 

nce will convince them, their preſent Hap: 


pineſs in a great Meaſure depends, 


Nor need we be ſhy of promoting, or of 
laying out our Strength to promote, ſuch a 
Manner of Converſation as the Grace of God, 
which hath appeared to Men, bringing Salva- 
lion, teac beth if only we are careful to go 
before our Flocks in the Example of ſuch a 


| Converſation : And this is a Thing, my 
Brethren, of more than ordinary Importance 


both 
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both to our own and our People's Happineſs. 
Therefore the holy Scriptures lay ſuch Streſs 
upon it, that a Biſbop be blameleſs as the Stew- 
ard of God, not ſelf-willed, not joon angry, not 
given to Wine—but ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, 
7 t. i. 6, Sc.] an Example of the Believers 


In Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spi- 


rit, in Faith, in Purity. [i Tim. iv, 12.]— 
It is for a Lamentation, that there ſhould be 
Offences among us in any of theſe Kinds, 
(alas ! fo frequent) and thereby not only 
the Miniſtry be blamed, but the holy Name 
and Religion of our great and Gear Saviour 
ſuffer ſo much : Eſpecially when we confider 
| 2 even to be blameleſs ſo far (at leaſt in the 
ye of the World) is yet ſhort of what both 
our Duty and our Happineſs require : For, 
as our Obedience, to be ſincere, muſt be uni- 
verſal, reſpecting all God's Commands, and 
ſhunning every evil and falſe Way; it we only 
abſtain from ſuch gro/er Vices, which indulged 
would ruin our Reputation, and perhaps en- 
danger our Subliſtence ; and, on the other 
Hand, practiſe only thoſe cheaper Virtues, 
which expoſe to no temporal Inconveniences, 
nor require the Mortification of any favourite 
Pleaſure, or Intereſt ; we ſhall, after all, be 
without any good Evidence of our Sincerity 
and, conſequently, incapable of that high 
Satisfaction and Felicity which St. Paul ex- 
| perienced 
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perienced in the Evidence of his; as he tells 
us in the Text Our rejoicing 7s this, the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience, &c. 


Which brings me to wh other Branch of 
my intended Diſcourſe, at this Time, natur- 
ally ariſing upon the Subject * us, VIZ, 
To conſider, 


II. The Rejoicing that a 8 is laid 
for, by the Diſcharge of our Chriſtian and 
miniſterial Duty, in a ſincere Manner, atteſt- 


ed by Conſcience. 


The Manner of Life that has been deſcribed, 
(at leaſt, that is deſcribed in the Text) is not 
only in itſelf the beſt and moſt excellent Kind 
of Life; but is, moreover, attended with the 
greateſt Joy and Happineſs. 


It is that Kind of Life which is moſt agrees 
able to the Frame and Conſtitution of the 
human Mind ; and which only preſerves its 
Dignity, and the true Order and Harmony of 
its Faculties. And as it is thus congruous to 
the reaſonable Nature of Man, and "tends - to 
his preſent Perfection; ſo it is moſt for the 


Honour of God, and moſt pleaſing in his Sight: 


For though a Man cannot be profitable to God, 


as he that is wiſe may be prottable to kid 
an 
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and, agreeably, our Saviour teaches his Diſ- 
ciples, when: ye ſhall have done all thoſe Things 
which are commanded you, ſay, We are unpro- 
fitable Servants, [| Luke xvii. 10.] Yet, as 
doing our Duty faithfully, and improving the 
Powers we have received, in the Service aſ- 
ſigned us, is the beſt and ſureſt Expreſſion of 
our Love to God, unfeigned Submiſſion to his 
Authority, and of the grateful Senſe we have 
of the Benefits he has beſtowed upon us, we 
can do nothing that is more for his Honour: 
It is, indeed, the only Way in which we are 
capable of honouring God at all. And as He 


has ſaid, Them that honour me, I will honour, 


[1 Sam. ii. 30.] This ſhews the Acceptance 
of it; nor are the holy Scriptures ſparing in 
this Reſpect; but abundantly declare the high 
Acceptance of an upright Life with God. 
Such as are upright in their Way, are his De- 
ligbt. | Prov. xi. 20.] His Countenance be- 
holds them with Pleaſure, They dwell in bis 
Preſence, And the like. „ 


And if an upright Life is ſo pleaſing to God, 
the Man who is conſcious of ſuch a Lite, 
muſt needs have great Freedom towards him; 
a holy Boldneſs and Confidence running thro” 
all his Applications to the ſupreme Being ; He 
caſts his Cares upon God; believing that He 
careth for him; and the Peace of God, which 
oo D WW 
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paſſes all Underſtanding, keeps his Heart and 


Mind through Jeſus Chriſt. If he is under the 


Cenſure of an uncharitable World, that God 
knows his Integrity, will be a ſufficient Support. 
If he is laid on a Bed of Sickneſs, or is bro't 
into a near View and Proſpect of Death, and 
can appeal, with good Hezekiah ; Lord, re- 
member how 1 have walked before thee in Trutb, 
and with a perfect Heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy Sight. ¶ Tſa. xxxviii. 3.} 
This will more than make his Bed in his 
Sickneſs ; it will difarm the King of Terrors; 
and he will ſtep down into the dark Valley, 


fearing no Evil; his Fleſh refts in Hope. 


Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life. In thy 
Preſence is Fullneſs of Joy, and at thy right 
Hand arePleaſures for ever more. [ Pſ. xv.11.] 


This is the Confidence of the upright Man, 
the Joy of Aſſurance, a Hope that maketh 
not aſhamed in Life or Death, or before the 
Tribunal of the great Judge of all. Herein 
(ſays the Apoſtle) is our Love made perfeth, 
that we may have Boldneſs in the Day of Fudg- 
ment. [1 John, iv. 17.] And in another Place, 
Little Children, abide in him, that when ht 
ſpall appear, we may have Confidence, and not 
be aſhamed before him at hrs Coming. [1 John 
ii. 28.] This expreſſes the greateſt Happineſs 


We are capable of in this World; and the 


Grounds 
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Grounds of it follow in the next Verſe : If ye 
now that be is righteous, ye know, that every 
One that doth Righteouſneſs is born of him, and 
conſequently is an Heir of Gd. | 


The righteous Judge will, in the great Day, 
approve of the Integrity of the upright Man : 
His Countenance has beheld him with Plea- 
ſure all along through the Courſe of a holy 
Life, ſtruggling with, and overcoming the 
Temptations, which would haye turned him 
aſide from his Integrity. The good Man, I 


fay, has been all this While a delightful Spec- 


tacle to his great Lord and Judge, who will 
now, at laſt, pronounce to him thoſe pleaſant 
Words, Well done, thou good and faithful 
Servant; thou haſt been faithful in 4 few 
Things, I will mate thee Ruler over many 
Things ; enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. 
- [ Mar. xxy, 21.] 


Such an One is prepared for Happineſs ; 
his Integrity, his unfeigned Love to God and 
Chriſt, his pure, his peaceable, his meek and 
benevolent Diſpoſition ; theſe have qualified 
him for the State and Place of the Bleſſed; he 
has a Reliſh for the Joys which flow at the 
divine Right Hand ; having the Love of God 
nin his Breaſt, the Love of Chriſt, and the 

Love of Truth and Virtue ; in S 
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of which, he is 9 of Converſe with 4 


holy God, and of ſupreme Delight therein; 
He is capable of a delightful Society and In- 
tercourſe with the whole Company of the 
Bleſſed; and therefore, through the Mercy 
of God, and the Merits of ho Redeemer, 
ſhall not be denied it. Whereas, without 
this Integrity, without this ſincerely virtuous 
and good Diſpoſition, whatever other Excel- 
lencies a Man may be poſſeſſed of, though he 
could ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and An- 


gels; though he underſtand all Myſteries and 


all Knowledge ; though he had the Faith of ai 
Apoſtle, and the Zeal of a Martyr, it would 
profit him N othing ; he could not be happy.” 


And is a Liſe FOR of fincere Piety and Vir- 
tue, a Life of holy Diligence in the Service of 
God, and in the Works of our Calling, of 
ſuch mighty Conſequence ? Can the Cynſciouſ- 
neſs of it be other than a Foundation of great 
and continual reoiciug? Who would not 
rejoice in that which is ſo highly acceptable 


to God, and which gives ſuch Confidence to- 


wards kw? In that which the fupreme Being 
himſelf vouchſafes to ſpeak of with Praiſe ; 


and which he always (he tells us) beholds 


with Pleaſure? Who would not rejoice in 
that, which isnot only the ſureſt Conſolation 


of Life, . all its heavieſt Preſſures, but 
= 8 which 
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which likewiſe will lighten Death, diſarm its 
Terrors, and make even the Judgment of the 
Great Day to be thought of with Pleaſure ? 
In a Word, Who would not rejoice in that, 
which is the cleareſt and brighteſt Expreſſion, 
that our Nature can bear, of the moral Image 
of that Being, who is not only the Fountain, 
but Standard of all Perfection; and which will 
qualify us, not only for a delightful Converſe 
with Bim, while here in our Paſſage through 
this Vale of Tears; but likewiſe for a moſt 
blikful Abode in his Preſence and Kingdom 
forever ; and which, through the Mercy of 
God and the Merits of the Redeemer, will 
not fail to bring us to it? 


This is a Joy, which, as the World gives 
it not, ſo neither can the World take it away; 
it muſt be our own Procurement, through 
the Aids of divine Grace; and we ſhall enjoy 
it ſecurely in ourſelves. Let the upright Man 
ſearch his Heart and try his Ways, and his 
own Conſcience will make the Report upon 
which his rejoicing depends. It has little to 
do with the Opinion that others may have of 
us; nay, this Joy is of that Sort, that the 
more the World frowns upon it, the more it - 
increaſes, and the dcarer it grows. Agree- 
ably, the Time when St. Paul experienced this 
Joy ny the Context informs us) was when the 
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Brave Reſolution Zhen was that 


Sufferings of Chrif abounded in bim; yea, 
when he was preſſed out of Meaſure, above 
S trength, inſomuch that be deſpaired even of 
Life: Nor are the Joys of Uprightneſs ever 


felt, ever taſted with more exquiſite Pleaſure 


than at ſuch a Time. 


The World may 1 us of our good 
Name, or of our Poſfeſſions; but it cannot 
deprive us of our Integrity, (if weare reſolved 
to hold it faſt) or of the Comfort and Joy 
that will neceſſarily ariſe from a Conſciouſneſs 
of it : No; but this will be fo much the greater 
by how much the more we are aſperſed. By 
how much the more our Proſpects with Re- 
gard to earthly and temporal Things fail us, 
by ſo much the dearer, and of ſo much more 
worth and Value, will appear to be that juſt 
Confidence in God, which is the Fruit of Up- 
rightneſs, and that Aſſurance of his 4 
Friendſhip, which can never fail ; and whic 
we ſhall be ſure to enjoy, in deſpite of all that 
either Malice or Power can do to deprive us 
of it, if we hold faſt our Integrity. What a 
Till T die 


T will not remove my Integrity from me ; my 


 Rrghteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go. 


My Heart ſball not reproach me ſo long as 4 
live. [Job xxvii. 5, 6. ] 


But I may not enlarge. bs A 


Le nd 
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A juſt Inference from what has been ſaid, 
would be — If Sincerity or Uprightneſs, in 
ſtudying and preaching the Word of God, and 
every other Part of a Miniſter's Converſation, 
is of ſo great Importance, then their Offence, 
their Miſcarriage is very great, who do any 
Thing to diſcourage it; or to turn Miniſters 
aſide, by any Stumbling-Blocks, by any 
Temptations caſt in their Way, from that 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, in the Profeſ- 
ſions of their Faith, in their Manner of treat- 
ing Chriſtian Doctrines, or in any other Part 
of their Behaviour, which is ſo neceſſary to 
their Happineſs, | | 


But this Inference, of what Weight ſoever, 
(and II can't but heartily wiſh it were ſeriouſly 
attended to ; for, in my Mind, they who of- 
fend in this Point, incur heinous Guilt and a 
heavy Diſpleaſure of the Almighty; it being 
the very Crime of which our Saviour, the 
meekeſt Perſon that ever was, yet ſpake with 
ſo much Severity of the Perſon who is guilty 
of it, It were better (ſays he) that a Millſtone 
were hanged about his Neck, and that he were 
drowned in the Depth of the Sea. | Mat. xvill. 
6.]) This, I fay, with diverſe other Uſes 
of the Doctrine, muſt be omitted, that I may 
not be tedious ; for the Time will only allow 
that this, in common with every other good 
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' Uſe that can be made of what has been faid, 


ſhould be inforced in the following brief, but 
ferious Addreſs. 


My Reverend Fathers and Brethren, much re- 
 ſpeFted and dearly longed-for in Cbriſt. 


HALL we be perſuaded to be wiſe and 
happy ? Would to God the Exhortation 

were needleſs ! Shall we remember that we 
are Men, (as well as Miniſters) and that, in 
common with the Reſt of Mankind, we have 
Souls to fave or loſe? Shall we remember that 
we are mortal Whoever thought otherwiſe 
of himſelf ? Yet, you will forgive me this 


Mrong, it I preſs you to realize it. Do we 


not ſee that wiſe Men die, as well as that the 
fooliſh and brutiſh periſh ? The Fathers 
Where are they ? and the Prophets, do they 
live for ever? The Places that once knew 
them, and this among others, now knows 


them no more. Our great and bleſſed Lord 


hath an unchangeable Prieſthood, becauſe be 
continueth ever ; but his Miniſters ſtill ſucceed 


one another, as not being ſuffered to continue 


by Reaſon of Death. [Heb. vii. 23, 24.] Shall 
we remember Zhen, that we have to die; and 
that after Death there will be a Judgment, an 
awful, tremendous Judgment? For the Lord 
himſelf will come, and will both bring to Ho 
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the hidden * F Darhnefs, and alſo 3 


mani feſt the Counſels of t fle Heart. [ 1Cor. iv. 4. 


In Reference to which Judgment, to have 
Boldneſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, i. e. good Hope 
through Grace, and at the Time of it 10 have 
Praiſe of Ged, as every upright Man will ; 
How great is the Happineſs ! and how ſolicit- 
ous ſhould we be to make it our own | Nay, 
for the preſent, My Brethren, are we not in 
a World which, being infected with Sin, and 
overſpread with the Shadoys of Death, can 
afford little elſe but a Proſpect of Sorrows ? 
And do we not need then the Conſolations of 
God, which are not ſmall ? And are we ca- 
pable of theſe, if we are not upright ? Can 
there be Peace, any Peace to that Man, who 
is at Variance with himſelf, and whoſe own 
Heart condemns him ? That we may rely on 
the Friendſhip of Heaven, and aſſure our 
Hearts before God, muſt not Conſcience be 
our Friend, and its Teſtimony be in' our Fa- 
vour ? And Can this be, if we are not upright ? 


In the firſt Place, Will Conſcience approve 
of it, if we are flothful and negligent in A 
Ference to the Knowledge of God's Will ; 
our Endeavours and Purſuits after that 3 


ledge which all ſhould ſeek as Srhver and ſearch | 


for as hid Treaſures ? Is it not the primary 
Duty of ſuch a Creature as Man, to inform 
E | himſelf 
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himſelf of his Maker s Pleaſure, by all the 
Means in his Power ? And 1s it not the prim- 
ary Duty of ſuch an Officer i in the Kingdom of 
God as the Chriſtian Miniſter, with the 
greateſt Diligence and Impartiality to inform 
himſelf of the true and real Contents of that 
Revelation, which it is his Buſineſs to open 
and unfold to others ? Shall we be able to 
juſtify it to ourſelves, if we take this upon 
Truſt ? or, Shall we be able to anſwer it to 
our Great Lord and Maſter, if, in Diſparage- 


ment of the Revelation, which be has made, 
and God confirmed with Signs and Wonders, 


and miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ac- 
cording to his own Will, (if in Diſparagement, 


1 ay, of this divine Revelation) We receive 
for Doctrines the Commandments of Men? of 


Men uninſpired, and not commiſſioned to be 
Lords of our Faith, being weak and fallible 


Men, even as ourſelyes ? Again, 


Will Conſcience approve of it if we are care- 


leſs and indifferent with Reſpect to what we 


teach? Are the People obliged, by a divine 
Command, to fate Heed what they hear, 


[Mark iv. 24.] and ſhall not Miniſters look 
upon themſelves as under at leaſt an equal Ob- 


ligation to 7ake Heed what they preach ? Shall 


we ſer ve the Lord, in this Reſpect, with what 
coſts us nothing ? or, inſtead of the ſincere 
Mill of the Ward, which the wiſe and oy” 
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ul only deſire, feed them with profane and 
old Wives Fables, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 
Tim. iv, 7—6 Ch. 5 V. Tit. i. 14. and elſe- 
where) or with the Commandments of Men, 
who turn aſide from the Truth; or with the 
perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, 
proud and knowing Nothing, but aoting about 
Queſtions and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh 
Envy, Railings, evil Surmiſes? Alas! my 
Brethren, what a dreadful Abuſe is this of the 
facred Oracles, and of the ſacred Function! 
And ſhall we not then ſtir up the Gift that is 
in us, and endeayour to be Yorkmen that need 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth ?——Once more, 


Will Conſcience approve of it, if we are 
off our Guard, if we are uncircumſpect and 
unexemplary in any Part of our Converſation ? 
Or, it we live in the Omiſſion of Duty fo 
far as will poflibly conſiſt with a fair Reputa- 
tion, or keeping our Places; and only obſerve 
thoſe, which require little or no Self-Denial ; 
avoiding whatever that might expoſe us, for 
the Sake of God and of a good Conſcience, for 
the Sake of Truth and Virtue, to the Cenſure 
and Obloquy of an ignorant and ſuperſtitious 
World? Or, if the Motives we are governed 
by, and the Springs and Principles of our Ac- 
tions, are not ſpiritual, but fleſhly ; are not 
heavenly, but earthly ? EL 
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In Word. wil Conſcience approve of it ;f 


in our Aim and earneſt Peſire we fall any Thing 
ort of a univerſal Compliance with the whole 


Will of God; or reſt in any Thing beſides the 


divine our and Acceptance ? It is to God, 


my Brethren, and not to Men, that we are to 


do what we do: Therefore, if we love the 
Praiſe of Men more than the Praiſe of God; 
or content ourſelves. with receiving Honour 
from our Fellow-Worms, and ſeek not the 
Honour that cometh from God only, we are not 


fincere ; we are not ſincere good Men; ue. 


may be ſincere in our Wickedneſs, but we are 
not ſincerely virtuous or holy; and Conſcience 
can in no Wiſe approve of ſuch Conduct.— 
Conſcience neceſſarily has a Reſpect to God; 
it judges for and under him, and if we would 
have its Approbation, the Truth muſt be in our 
inward Parts, 


And let us conſider, let us deeply and often 
conſider, how happy this will make us. I 
know you deſire to be happy ; the whole Cre- 
ation thirſts after it. Now the true Secret 


lies here—To be goed is to be happy; and nei- 


ther Earth nor Hell can ſeparate what God 
has /o joined together. It our Way be the 
Way of Uprightneſs, it will have the Appro- 
bation of Heaven; and this, with the Appro- 
bation of Conſcience, will fecure to us a Hap- 


pineſs that neither Men nor Devils can 1 
The 


4 1 4a 1 
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The utmoſt chat can be done to us, in this 
Caſe, without our own faulty and fooliſh Con- 

ſent, is only to haſten us into the Poſſeſſion of 
that Happineſs, the Conſummation of which 
we are breathing after; if only our Treaſure 
is in Heaven, and our Heart! is there; which 
is no more than is included in Uprightneſß. 


Beware then, my Brethren, of feſbiy Wiſ- 
dom, which is indeed the greateſt Folly, Men 
deceive themſelves (would to God I could fay 
Miuiſters did not; they deceive themſelves) 
1n the Purſuit of Pleaſure, or Happineſs : 
They think it lies in the Road of Senſe and 
Appetite , but in the Purſuit, lo! it flees from 
them. And where ſhall, this divine Form be 
met with, where ſhall we be ſure to embrace 
Her? The holy inſpired Writings inform us, 
and Nature and Reaſon ſay the ſame Thing, 
TO BE GOOD 1IS TO BE HAPPY. Let 
us hear, ſays Solomon, who had run the Round 
ot ſenſual Delight, and found all to be Vanity 
let us hear, fays he, the Concluſion of the 
whole Matter, after all his Enquiries and all 
his Experience, Fear God and keep his Com- 

mandments, for this is the WHOLE of Man. 

[Eccl. xii. 13.] And, behold ! a Greater 

than Sclomon has ſaid, Seek firſt the Kingdom 
of God and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 

Things ſhall be added unto you. [Mat. vi. 33.] 

Nothing can be wanting to the truly good 
an 
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and upright Man : The AtMiGuTy, the 
everlaſting God; is his Friend and Father. 
He that made and governs the Univerſe, and 
in whoſe Hand it is to make great, to make 
wiſe, to make happy, is his Friend and Father; 
and ſhall not all Things then work together 
for his Good ? 


| If God be for us who can be againſt vs? If 
he has ſaid, Iwill never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee ; nor 2 uffer any Temptation to befal thee 
ebove what thou art able; and neither Death, 


nor Lie, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 


Powers, nor Things preſent nor Things to come, 
nor Height nor «Depth, nor any other Crea- 
ture ſhall ever ſeparate the truly good Man 
from the Love of God which is in Cb it 

Jeſus bis Lord; is not this enough, and muſt 
it not be the true Way to Happineſs? Vet 
add to this, the Friendſhip and the aſſured 
good Offices of the great Saviour, the ap- 
pointed Lord and Judge both of the Quick 
and Dead, and who has it in his Gift to con- 
fer a bleſſed and glorious Immortality, — to- 
gether with the Eſteem and Love of good 
Angels and good Men; and what can be 
wanting more ?—unlefs a Man's own Eſteem 
and Approbation of himſelf ? and this too is 
the Portion of Uprightneſs : This is the 
Crown of all; not in itſelf, but as it is our 
EvIDENCE for all the Reſt: In which Senſe 
OR I may 
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I may dare to repeat it, This is the Crown of 
all, and gives the Soul a continual F caſt, 


Be i in Terms then with your own Conſci- 
ences, in Preference to all the World ; and 
continually adviſe with them, how you ſhall 
| behave ; how you ſhall preach ; how you ſhall 
ſtudy : But adviſe not with fleſhly Wiſdom, 
carnal Policy, worldly Intereſt, or the Paſſions 
and Appetites of animal Nature. Theſe are 
all inferior and baſer Springs and Principles of 
Action ; and muſt be mortified and ſubdued 
that the Grace of God may take its Reign, 
and rule in the Heart ; which it no ſooner 
does, but the Peace of God will rule there too; 
and from that Moment the May is happy. 


Vou perceive, my Brethren, that I conſider 
you as Men, and not merely as Miniſters.— 
I have choſe to do ſo, becauſe being Miniſters, 
we are leſs apt, it may be, to view ourſelves 
in that Light; | when yet, if being entruſted 
with the Keeping of others Vineyards, we 
neglect our own ; and, after we have preached 
to others, we ourſelves ſhould be Caſt-aways, 
we are of all Men the moſt miſerable : This 
God of his infinite Mercy avert, as to each 
one of us, and, on the other Hand grant that, 
being wiſe and righteous and turning many 
to Righteouſneſs, we may (pine forth as the 
St un in 2 the Kingdom of our Father ; z when all 

1 Things 


© off 
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Things that offend, and they which do bitquity; 
are caſt into a Furnace of Fire? Let us ſtrive 
together in our Prayers, with and for one, an- 
1 other that it may be ſo; by every Mean in 
H dur Power, ſeek to ſpread the Knowledge of 
God, the Fajth of Chriſt, the Practice of 
Virtue, and the Salvation of Souls. Let us 
aim at this, at home in our ſeveral Charges, 
| and while we are together as a Convention, 
4 particularly in the Contribution propoſed foo 


ren 5 * 
. e . — — — + - 


6 r * 8 
———  . 
. 


* the Relief of our poorer Brethren, and the 
* | Supply of the Word of God in Places deſtitute 
1 of it. Let us, and all, whoſe Hearts God is 
þ lleaſed to ſtir up to bear a Part with us, have 


3 therein a View to the Honour and Acceptance 
bu of Him, who has faid, Inaſmuch as ye habt 
* done it unto one of the 2 of theſe my Brethren, 
e have done it unto me; that ſo it may be, 
as St. Paul ſpeaks, upon an Occaſion not all. 
together unlike, an Odour f a ſweet Smell, à 
Sacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God), 
. and that he may thereupon ſupply all our 
_ Nec, according to his Riches in Glory, _ . 


Jes . | 
i + Now unto God and our Father be Chi 
i tor ever and ever, Axio, AMENTY x 
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